SB 436 (Montford) and HB 347 (Alexander)

· Mimics restrictions already in place at DOC
· After speaking with Senator Montford’s aide she expressed that their bill would focus on DOC. Also expressed to us was the fact that these bills are very intertwined. 
· No definition of solitary provided

· Allows for emergency confinement

· 24-hour max

· 48 hours if one-time extension is granted, if it is determined the youth still is not safe to be released, they must be transferred to a facility that can provide specialized treatment for the needs of the youth. 
· Provides for the same meals, drinking water, clothing, medical treatment, contact with parents and legal guardians, and legal assistance as provided to youth in the general population. However, no mention of educational resources. 

· Evaluation after 1 hour in emergency confinement, and every 2 hours thereafter. 
· Allows for medical confinement

· No more than the time needed from illness or prevent spread
· Face to face evaluation every 12 hours
· All less exhaustive measures must be used first and be documented and monitored

· Emergency and medical confinement cannot be used for punishment

· Confinement cannot be used for discipline 
· Youth is defined as people under 19 years of age

SB 228 (Thurston) and HB 165 (Driskell)

· Bill pertains to DJJ. Again, it was reiterated to us that these bills are intertwined. 
· Defines solitary confinement as: “involuntary confinement in a cell for more than 20 hours a day, in isolation”

· Bill allows for disciplinary confinement

· 72-hour max
· Allows more daily out-of-cell time than youth in emergency confinement, and educational services. 
· Youth is defined as people under 18 years of age 

· No clause pertaining to medical confinement

· Allows for emergency confinement

· 24-hour max 

· Provides for the same meals, drinking water, medical treatment, contact with parents and legal guardians, and legal assistance as provided to youth in the general population. However, no mention of educational resources. 
· Allows for protective custody 

· Afforded the most protection and access:

· Must be least restrictive to maintain the safety of the youth.

· Access to law library

· 5 hours out-of-cell time a day

· Educational programming
· Personal property such as TVs, radios, access to books.  
Concerns and Additions to the bills:

1. One of our concerns is the use of disciplinary confinement in SB 228 and HB 165

2. Another concern is the fact that there is no cap on how frequently a youth can be placed in confinement. We have spoken to their offices about allowing language such as “a youth cannot be placed in solitary for more than 2 days in any 30 day period.” If there are suggestions as to better language/ better time frames we would love to hear them. 

3. We have also discussed adding language to each of the bills for reporting. We are asking that the departments are accountable for their use of confinement. Again, if you have any suggestions as to a reporting mechanism we would love the input. 
